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Dear Parents: 
 
I am looking forward to having your child in my class this school year.  Third grade is an 
exciting and important year for students  - an opportunity for them to strengthen reading 
and language skills while learning many new concepts in math. 
 

2007-2008 will be my twenty-sixth year at Campbell Christian School.  Prior to CCS, I 
taught five years in the Fort Worth Independent School District in Texas.  Experience in 
both public and private education has sold me on Christian schooling.  I am committed to 
Christian education, which emphasizes spiritual and moral values as well as academics. 
 
Third grade will include the following educational highlights for your child: 
 
 BIBLE - A sequential study of Creation through David, the second king of Israel.   The fourth 

quarter will include a study of the life of Jesus.  Christian character traits will also be taught  
 (Fruit of the Spirit -Galatians 5:22-23). 
 
 MATH – The Saxon math program includes multiplication skills (0-9x facts), division (one-digit 

divisors with remainders), regrouping to tens, hundreds, and thousands in addition and subtraction, 
fractions, decimals, time, money, measurement, square roots, and word problems. 

 
 READING – Word study skills including prefixes, suffixes, syllabication, and analogies; Study skills 

including use of dictionary and encyclopedia; Critical reading skills include sequencing, main idea, 
and inferencing.  Appreciation of various types of children's literature will be included in the 
Houghton Mifflin Reading program. 

 
 SPELLING, ENGLISH, WRITING -  Skills will be taught using Houghton-Mifflin materials.  This 

program includes a continued study of the parts of speech, capitalization and punctuation rules, 
plus sentence and paragraph structure.  There will be frequent creative writing assignments, book 
reports, and a research paper. 

 
 PENMANSHIP - D'Nealian Manucript and Cursive will be reviewed starting the first week of school. 
 
 SCIENCE - A God-centered science program including the study of rocks and minerals, volcanoes, 

plants, vertebrates, invertebrates, biomes (tropical and temperate rain forests, deserts, grasslands, 
taiga, polar regions, oceans), the solar system, heat and temperature, water cycle and weather. 

 
 SOCIAL STUDIES - A study of world geography and communities including map skills, landforms, 

continents, oceans, and cultures.  Countries we will study include Canada, Mexico, Brazil, Australia, 
Egypt, Kenya, China, Japan, Russia, Israel, Ireland, Italy, France, and other European countries. 

 
 MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES - include art, music, library, computer, and physical education.  

Tentative field trips this year include the San Francisco Zoo and the Monterey Bay Aquarium.   
 
It is my prayer that your child will have a successful year in third grade, both academically 
and spiritually.  Please feel free to contact me at 370-4900, ext. 248, if you have 
questions or concerns.  It is a special joy to have your child in my class this year. 
 
In Christian Service, 
 
Gail Griffin 
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